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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 096877 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 SSO-OO ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 INR-10 INRE-00 
NSCE-00 CIAE-00 L-03 DODE-OO /043 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/J:E M FEATHERSTONE:EH 

APPROVED BY EA/J:N PLATT 

L/EA:S ORLINS 

EA/PRCM:H THAYER 

DOD/ISA:LTC D P LOHMANN 

025223 150223Z/75 

O 150107Z APR 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO USLO PEKING IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL NAHA IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII IMMEDIATE 0124 
COMUS/J YOKOTA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096877 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, EFIS, JA, CH 

SUBJECT: SENKAKU ISLANDS 

REF: (A) TOKYO 6519; (B) NAHA 159; (C) TOKYO 6507 

1 . RE CURRENT DISPUTE SURROUNDING INCURSION OF CHINESE 
FISHERMEN INTO SENKAKU ISLANDS AREA, EMBASSY SPOKESMAN 
AUTHORIZED TO USE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE ON ROLE OF US MILITARY 

FACILITIES THERE ON IF-ASKED BASIS ONLY: "THE LONG- 
STANDING US FORCES' UTILIZATION OF TWO BOMBING RANGES IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 096877 

THE SENKAKU ISLANDS HAS GROWN OUT OF THE PERIOD OF US 
ADMINISTRATION OF THESE ISLANDS AND FROM THE FACT OF 
JAPAN'S CURRENT EXERCISE OF DE FACTO AUTHORITY OVER THEM. 

THE US USES THESE FACILITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MUTUAL 
SECURITY TREATY AND ITS RELATED ARRANGEMENTS." 

2. IF PRESSED AS TO USG POSITION ON SENKAKU TERRITORIAL 
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DISPUTES, EMBASSY SHOULD USE FOLLOWING: "AS YOU MAY KNOW, 
UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF THE TREATY OF PEACE WITH JAPAN, THE 
UNITED STATES ACQUIRED ADMINISTRATIVE RIGHTS OVER "NANSEI 
SHOTO" INCLUDING THE RYUKYU ISLANDS, SOUTH OF 29 DEGREES 
NORTH LATITUDE. THE TERM "NANSEI SHOTO" WAS UNDERSTOOD TO 

INCLUDE THE SENKAKU ISLANDS, WHICH WERE UNDER JAPANESE 
ADMINISTRATION AT THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR, AND 
WHICH WERE NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO IN 
THE TREATY. 

"ON MAY 15, 1972. THE UNITED STATES RELINQUISHED TO JAPAN 
ALL OF THE RIGHTS AND INTEREST OVER THE TERRITORIES, 

INCLUDING THE SENKAKU ISLANDS, WHICH WE HAD BEEN ADMINIS- 
TERING UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF THE TREATY OF PEACE. 

"THE US HAS CONSISTENTLY MAINTAINED THAT BY RETURNING 
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OVER THESE ISLANDS TO JAPAN, 

THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT ADDED TO OR SUBTRACTED FROM 
LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE SENKAKUS, WHICH, OF COURSE, PREDATE 
THE UNITED STATES' CONNECTION WITH THE RYUKUYS." CHRISTOPHER 

DISSIMINATION COORDINATED WITH SS/O PER MR. SUMMERS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 096877 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /013 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY EA/J :EFEATHERSTONE 
APPROVED BY RCHRISTENSON 

040128 152338Z/73 

O 152335Z APR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 9017 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096877 

FOL RPT STATE 096877 SENT ACTION TOKYO INFO PEKING, TAIPEI, 
HONG KONG, NAHA, CINCPAC & COMUS/J YOKOTA DTD 15 APR 78 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096877 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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TAGS: PBOR, EFIS, JA, CH 

SUBJECT: SENKAKU ISLANDS 

REF: (A) TOKYO 6519; (B) NAHA 159; (C) TOKYO 6507 

1 . RE CURRENT DISPUTE SURROUNDING INCURSION OF CHINESE 
FISHERMEN INTO SENKAKU ISLANDS AREA, EMBASSY SPOKESMAN 
AUTHORIZED TO USE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE ON ROLE OF US MILITARY 

FACILITIES THERE ON IF-ASKED BASIS ONLY: "THE LONG- 
STANDING US FORCES' UTILIZATION OF TWO BOMBING RANGES IN 
THE SENKAKU ISLANDS HAS GROWN OUT OF THE PERIOD OF US 
ADMINISTRATION OF THESE ISLANDS AND FROM THE FACT OF 
JAPAN S CURRENT EXERCISE OF DE FACTO AUTHORITY OVER THEM. 

THE US USES THESE FACILITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MUTUAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 096877 

SECURITY TREATY AND ITS RELATED ARRANGEMENTS." 

2. IF PRESSED AS TO USG POSITION ON SENKAKU TERRITORIAL 
DISPUTES, EMBASSY SHOULD USE FOLLOWING: "AS YOU MAY KNOW, 
UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF THE TREATY OF PEACE WITH JAPAN, THE 
UNITED STATES ACQUIRED ADMINISTRATIVE RIGHTS OVER "NANSEI 
SHOTO" INCLUDING THE RYUKYU ISLANDS, SOUTH OF 29 DEGREES 
NORTH LATITUDE. THE TERM "NANSEI SHOTO" WAS UNDERSTOOD TO 

INCLUDE THE SENKAKU ISLANDS, WHICH WERE UNDER JAPANESE 
ADMINISTRATION AT THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR, AND 
WHICH WERE NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO IN 
THE TREATY. 

"ON MAY 15, 1972, THE UNITED STATES RELINQUISHED TO JAPAN 
ALL OF THE RIGHTS AND INTEREST OVER THE TERRITORIES, 

INCLUDING THE SENKAKU ISLANDS, WHICH WE HAD BEEN ADMINIS- 
TERING UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF THE TREATY OF PEACE. 

"THE US HAS CONSISTENTLY MAINTAINED THAT BY RETURNING 
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY OVER THESE ISLANDS TO JAPAN, 

THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT ADDED TO OR SUBTRACTED FROM 
LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE SENKAKUS, WHICH, OF COURSE, PREDATE 
THE UNITED STATES' CONNECTION WITH THE RYUKUYS.” CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
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Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
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Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 
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